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Further Reflettions on the Doffrines of Passive Oseviunce and Now 
Resistance, drawm from a Confideration of the Rights and Privileges 
of human Nature, and the due End and Extent of Govergment. 


‘a As if for one, and often for the worfl, 
Heav'n had Mantind, in Vengeance only made. Thom. 


that all G ments are fubject to continual Viciffitudes, both from the 

Impesfe of their Conftitution, and the Milconduct of thofe in whofe 

Hands they ar ied. Moft Men being naturally ambitious, and afpiring after 
illimitable Domilpn, are too apt to meafure the Extent of juftifiable Authority, 

. ty their infatiable Appetite for an unbounded Licentiouinefs. This giddy Purfuit afte 
$ ‘ abtolute Rule, has hurried on the Fate of all Governments that have hitherto fhone in 
Hiltory, either for their conftitutional Excellencies, or acquired Grandeur. Thus, as the 

. Majetty of Rome was founded upon that Spirit of Liberty, which reigned im, the happy 
4 & Interlude between her Kings and ber Emperors, fo muit her petal Diffolution be 








[ve is no Truth in Nature more ftrongly verified by Obfervation than this, \ 


attributed to a Blind and implicit Obedience, extorted from the People by the lawlefs 
Exerciie of imperial Tyranly. Such, is che Nature of Society, that while its 
Individuals are fubjeét to Pafion and Prejudice, the Rulcr’s Task is affuous and 
dificult to accomplifh. i ' jis too often an Excufe for thofe lawlefs Depredations, 
5 which alone perpetuate the I bry of fome Princes, to whofe Fame and Power the 
Grave would otherwife have patonme common Period. For were the Imperfeétions of 
the Ruler confidered with due Attention, that Syftem of Civil Rule, which is nothing 
4 more than the Will of a defpotic. Tyrant, would quickly be exploded. It is 
‘ unreaforable to fuppofe, that Government which is defigned chi to correct the 
Exorbitancies of human Nature, fhould entirely confift in the . Didtates, of 
a Man of equal Imperfections with the Reft of the Communiay, whi being invefted with 
the Authority of the Whole, has an unlimited Power. commit er Exorbitancies 
he fhall think fit. | 
Tue Doétrines of Paffve Obedience and Non-Refiflance, have in all Ages proved the 
fittett Engines of arbitrary Sway ; nothing being more eafy, than to perfuade Mankind 
to fubmit, to the moft unreafonable Impofitions, by falfe Motives of Duty and Intereft. 
And when the Beaft is tamed, load him with whatever Burdens you pleafe, he patiently 
endures the Oppreffion, without being able to rebuke the Cruelty of his mercilefs Mafter. 
Bur altho’ the deceitful Charms of abfolute Rule have proved an alluring Bair, 
*even to fome of the beft of Princes, and the deadly Bane of moft Nations and 
Governments, methinks nothing is more abfurd and difyraceful than thofe Maxims upon 
which it is founded. Is there more Honour, or real Glory, in governing thofe, who, 
upon their own Principles, are mere neceflary Agents, than in ruling a Nation, warm 
with the Spirit of Liberty, and bleft with the Pawer of adting freely, which is the mof} 
diftinguithing 
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diftinguithing Excellency of a rational Exiftence ? Or rather, fhould not the high 
Prerogative of governing thofe, who, by their Conduct really thew themfelves Men, 
be preferred to the Powér of commanding a Set of Beings, whofe Motives. and’ 
A@ions fcarcely difcriminate them from the Brute Creation ? 

SHoutp the Imagination of my Readers take a wide Survey of the Britith Annals, 
they would readily difcover, that this Nation wears the different Faces of Happinefs and 
Mifery, in Proportion to the Prevalence ot Neglect of a blind Obedience to the Will 
of their Sovereigns ;. and that whenever the Doétrines of Pajfive Obedience and 
Non-Refiflance were in higheft Repute, our happy Conftirution was in the utmoft 
Danger of tumbling into. irrecoverable Ruin. 

Tue Study of human:Nature will teach us, that Maa in his original Structure and 
Conftitution, was defigned to act in a natural and moral Dependaace on his Maker alone, 
and created folely for the Enjoyment of his own Happinefs. His being a rational Creature 
neceflarily implies in him 2 Freedom of Adtion, determinable by the Didtates of his own 
Reaion, the felf-refolving Exertions of his own Volition, and a Reverence to the 
Laws preicribed to him by his omnipotent Creator. From thefe three Heads, as from 
a copious Fountain, flow the whole Variety of moral Obligations. This Liberty of 
Adtion, however modified by human Policy, cannot in the N wed Thy be feparated 
from his Exiftence. For by admitting the Rationality of Man, yotyneceflarily fuppofe 
him a free Agent. And as no political Inftitutions can deprive him @ bis Reafon, they 
cannot by any Mcans, deftroy his native Privilege of acting freely. 

It may pethaps be asked, how Mankind in this View, can pofhbly be bound by the 
Laws of Society ? This Queftion will eafily admit of a Solution, by the following 
Reafons.’ Befides the Power of adting freely, we are indued with a Propenfity to Society 
as an acceilional Means to the Increafe of our Felicity. ‘To this State are we impelled, 
not by a Neceffity of Nature, but an eligitle Profpe&; the Attainment of which 
depends upon the felf-determining Power of our Will. Whence it-plainly refults, that 
every Member of Society, muft be fuppofed voluntarily to have entered into it for the 
Advancement of his Happincfs, as the only rational Motige by which his Will could 
be determined. *& ‘ 

Ir is further evident, that as the divine Architect has adorned us with the Powers of 
Reafon, it is utterly impoflible for Man in a focial State, to refign the ConduG of thofe 
A@tiions that refulet from it, to the abfolute Rule of a fellow Creature. The filent 
Exercife of the Mind is.not the only indifpenfible Duty of his Nature : A Conformity of 
Adtion thereto, built upon an inherent unalienable Spontanicty, is alfo unavoidably 
neceflary. For h ttle would avail our reafoning Faculties, were it poffible for us to 
refign our mative Right to a Freedom of Action. It would be abfurd to fuppofe, Mana 
rational Creature, and at the fame Time fubject to be juftly reducible, by the natural or 
acquired Authority of a fellow Mortal, to the State of a neceflary Agent. The Liberty 
of the human Will, and a Power of aéting in Conformity thereto, are not only his 
indifputable Right, but alfo conftitute his very Effence as a rational Creature ; and cannot 
therefore, by any Means whatever, be alicnated from him in a focial State. ‘Thus, a 
Government is a Society, tho’ of the higheft Rank, no Man can fubmit to it upon the 
Terms, of entirely refigning his original Freedom and Independency of Action, to the Will 
of his Ruler, it being an jeffential Property of his Nature, which he cannot transfer, nor 
be equitably divefted of. But how far he may become bound by civil Obligations, the 
fublequent RefleCtions will fully thew. 

From what has already been advanced, it is evident, that Man is a Being indued 
with an unalienable Right to think and act freelv, according to the Diétates of a 

felf-determining 
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felf-determining Will. Nor can a Subordination to his omnipotent Maker, be fuppofed 
in the leaft to reftrain his natura! Liberty. For tho’ the Laws of his Reafon, or the 
Will of his Creator, which in Effe& are the fame Things, as they influence his moral 
A@iions, inhibit him the Praétice of Evil; yet while he is confidered as a rational 
Agent, his Will muft be allowed to have an independent Right of determining itfelf, 
upon a Sappofition that he will always chufe todo good, as the proper Means to fecure 
his ultinfate Happinefs. And in this View, our original State of Re@itude mutt properly 
be confidered. 

But when the Depravity of human Nature, had invalidated the Efficacy of moral 
Obligation, there was a manifeft Neceffity for eftablithing fome more forcible Motives, 
to compel and inhibit the Practice of Right and Wrong : Here we may jaftly fix the 
Origin of civil Obligations. And therefore all Governments muft originally and 
intentionally be an Ereétion or Elevation of one or more Men above the Reft, dependent 
upon the free Exertion of the Will of the latter, for the Good of the Whole. Tt mutt 
further be admitted, that all Men have a Capacity to do good Actions ; and confequentl y 
upon a Suppofition, that they would always a& up to the Dignity of rational Exiftences, 
there could be no need of Government: For it would be abfurd, to inftitute a Power to 
compe! thofe, who voluntarily do good Adtions. Thus circumfcribed, within thofe 
Bounds, Civil Authority can never infringe the Rights and Privileges of Man; but on 
the contrary ftimtulate him to the Performance of thofe Duties, which as a rations! 
Being, unimprefled by the Force ef exterior Law, he would be obliged to perform. 
By reafoning in this Manner, we obtain the following determinate Idea of Government : 
It is an human Eftablithment, depending upon the free Confent of Mankind, whereby 
one or more Individuals are clevated above the Reft, and cloathed by them with their 
united Power, which is to be exercifed in an invariable Purfuit of the Welfare of the 
Community, and in compelling the Praétice of Juftice, and sprohibiting the Céntrary. 
From this Definitton of Government, the Truth of the fubfequent Propofitions may be 
fairly argued. ’ 


First, That as the Magiftrate is invefted with his Authority for certain Purpofes 
only, his Subjects muft ftill retain a Power to difobey and withftand his Commands 
and Aétions, that are not direéted to the particular Ends of his Invefticure. And 
therefore, 

SECONDLY, That notwithftanding our Subje&tion to Government, we may juftly 
claim an abfolute Freedom, an undoubted Right of contradicting the Will of thofe whe 
are entrufted with it, in the Profecution of our Happinefs, by the PraGtice of thofe 
Things which, in a View to Society, are either beneficial, or wholly indifferent : For 
if, the Authority of the Magiftrate extends no farther, than the Welfare of the 
Community and its Individuals, whatever Determinations or As of his, have not a 
Tendency to that End, cannot be effedted by him in Quality of a Magiftrate, but are to 
be confidered as the injurious Efforts of a private Trefpafler, which every Man, 
confiftent with his Submiffion to Government, may lawfully repel. 

Tuirpty, That in the Inveftiture of every fupreme Magiftrate, there muft be either 
an exprefs or implied Condition of profecuting the public Welfare, upon which he is to 
hold his Office ; fince it is both impofible and abfurd, as I have thewn above, that 
Mankind fhould have fubmitted themfelves toGovernment, but upon the Terms of their 
Advantage. And alfo, that a Breach of fuch Condition, mutt neceflarily be attended 
with the Lofs of his Power; and that thofe who have cloathed him with Authority, 
have a Right to ftrip him of it, whenever he abufes it. 

FourTuty, 
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Fourtsty, That whatever AGtions of the civil Ruler tend to diminifh, abridge or 
deftroy, the Happinefs of his Subjects, they may not only juftly oppofe, but alfo 
deprive him of all Pofibility of exerting any Power that is contrary to the Defign of his 
Inftitution. For as his Authority is conditional, a Breach of thofe Terms upon which 
he holds it, evidently amounts to a Forfeiture of his Rights, and depreffes’ him from his 
elevated Station, to a Level with the reft of Mankind, who in that Cafe have a 
Privilege of judging for themfelves, and refenting without Appeal, every Ofiene he 
offers them. 

Unper the Influence of thefe Rules, are all Governments whatever to be confdered. 
Nor is it neceflary to fuppofe fome written or exprefs Compact, between the Ruler and 
the Subjeét, in order to evince the Falfity of the Doétrines of Paflive Obedience and 
Non-Refiftance. For if all Governments imply the Welfare of the Community, as the 
Condition upon which the Magittratc’s Authority is founded, whenever his Lcterminations 
or Ads are contrary to fuch Cundition, the Subjeét has the clearcft Right to dilobey ang 
oppofe him. Neither can the Adminiftration of the moft abfolute Monarchs, be 
excluded from this Conftruction. Give the defpotic Prince a Power of enacting 
Laws, and putting them in Execution according to his fovereign Will and Pleasure, 
you allow him all that Man can pofhbly afk, or you beftow. But this cannot, in the 
Nature of Things, be fuppofed to entit!: him to commit the moft flagitious Outrages, 
without Contradiction or Controul. His Authority is founded upon the voluntary Gift of 
his Subjects, and defigned not to gratwy his Pride, or delight his Vanity. Has the 
Community inveited him with illimitable Dominion, his Inveftiture was intended to 
promote the clappineis of bis People, and to guard them from Injury and Violence ; and 
therefore, he cannot claim a Privilege of exerting himéfelf, but in the Profccution of the 
pubac eed. On the Contrary, every Act of his Prerogative, that does not bear this 
Stamp, is unauthoritative, the Perjon at whom it is aimed has an indi/putable Right to 
refult him ; and whenever the Oppreffion is general, the Community, who are the 
Fountain of Civil Power, may punifh their Truftee, and deprive him of thofe Means 
which, inflesd of employing them, in advancing the publick Intere/t, he has unjuftly 
perverted to injure and oppreis his helpiefs Subjects. 

Passive Osspitence and Non-ResistAnce, are often arrogated as the Right of 
Princes, and the Duty of Subjects, upon a Suppofition that the former are the 
Vicegerents of tleaven: But the Truth is, they receive not their Authority tom God, 
but irom che People, as has been fhewn in my laft. Let it, however, for the preient 
be tuppofed, in the firft Senfe of the Word, that the Powers that are, are ordained of God, 
It will follow that they are bound, in Confequence of their pretended Commuthon, to do 
nothing that is inconfiftent with, or contrary to the Will of that Being whofe KeQitude 
is infinite and unerring ; and therefore, that they are not warranted by fuch Delegation, 
in committing A&s of Cruelty, Violence and Oppreffion. And if they arc diftinguiihed 
from their Subjects, by nothing but a Commiffion to do Good, as the Cale mutt 
neceflarily be upon the Suppofition of a Vicegerency, whenever they cxcced the 
Bounds of that Commiffion, they are to be confidered as perpetrating Evil in a private 
Capacity, and therefore may be refifted as well as any other Individual! of the ey 


Upow the whole it is evident, that as the Civil Magiftrate, was intentionally 
over us for good, he cannot, confiftent with his Character, be guilty of fuch pe ee as 
are injurious to our Perfons, Liberty or Property, without juftly fubjecting himfelf to 
the Refentment of his Subjects , who, in that Cafe, would both have a Right to difobey 
his Commands, and oppofe his Conduct. B. 
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